Natural Kirklees & Kirklees Council
Volunteer Coordinators Meeting
27th April 2022 11:30am at the Visitor Centre Beaumont Park, Huddersfield

Present:

Kirklees Council

Andy Goff
Gill Logan

Natural Kirklees

Ed Day
Christine Senior

Apologies:

Andy Wickham

Additional Distribution:

Mark Ferris
Dennis Whittle
NK Trustees

Notes
I.

Andy confirmed Pete Banks is taking up a roll within PROW – Ed to contact to discuss
what, if any, cooperation can be useful between us.

II.

Following a conversation on Ditch Clearing Fund, Andy offered to facilitate a meet up
between NK and Froglife, again to establish if there is merit in cooperation.

III.

Ed went through the list of projects discussed with Mark Ferris, one of which was the
organisation structure of which publication is on hold until various appointments are
confirmed. However, it was considered that Ed should make contact with Jo Robertson
who has been appointed Woodland Creation Officer for the council, again to establish
areas of cooperation. Additionally, Sam Connolly who is in the enforcement team
reporting to Mart Wright in Regulatory Services and Andy Dolman who heads the
Grant Access team.

IV.

One of the ongoing projects is to produce a revised 3 year agreement between Kirklees
Council and NK. Ed has sent an updated proposed draft to Mark. The original one was
drafted by Andy so Ed will forward to the recipients of these notes.

V.

One aspect of the agreement is proposed as maintaining funding for NK for a rolling
3-year period. A proposal was submitted in February to cover funding during 2022 and
a copy will be circulated. Kirklees Council have agreed and provided funding £11,000
for the first installment reflecting the grant request postponed due to Rob Dalby’s
death.

VI.

Discussions around who is insured as members of NK highlighted that it would be
worthwhile distributing the list of members and who is and who is not insured so the
coordinators can take this up with any relevant group. It may also highlight groups
who are not members or who have been members but ceased ay contact with NK and
hence membership has lapsed

VII.

The risk assessments downloadable from the NK website may not fully cover the
activities of members. While these are only templates to be amended to reflect the
various activities, Andy agreed to liaise with Ed and review the relevance and
completeness of the subjects currently available.

VIII.

Discussions around a proposal to hand out “bags of bulbs” or similar, once a group is
established, constituted and insured and also to existing members, was agreed as a
good idea to round off the NK offering. Ed will discuss at the next trustee meeting and
liaise with Andy. Ed will also try and contact Pennine Rotary as they present bulbs to
friends groups to see if this could be done in a more coordinated approach.

IX.

The tool store at Beaumont Park continues to leak and mould is growing on the inside.
Attempts in the past to repair have been to no avail and is possibly shortening the life
of the tools or even a health hazard. The demise of Kirklees Countryside Volunteers
has led to an offer from them to sell their 10 ft container to NK for £500 but would
mean transporting this to Beaumont Park and removing the existing 20 ft one. The
latter is Kirklees Council property so Andy offered to try and find out who would be
responsible if it were scrapped and also investigate whether there are any spare, dry
20ft containers that could be moved on site in preference to KCV’s 10ft one.

X.

The push to reinstate these meetings came from both parties and it was agreed that
they should be ongoing and if possible, precede the quarterly meetings. The next
meeting will therefore be on 27th July at 11:30. Ed will seek permission to utilise the
visitor centre at Beaumont Park in the morning to coincide with the Quarterly Meeting
(which during the afternoon members meeting was switched to 2pm that same day).

